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that distinguishes the highly cultured European intel-
lectually and morally from the men of the Stone Age of
Europe, is then summed up in the word "tradition,"
and all tradition exists only in virtue of imitation ; for
it is only by imitation that each generation takes up and
makes its own the tradition of the preceding generation ;
and it is only by imitation that any improvement, con-
ceived by any mind endowed with that rarest of all things,
a spark of originality, can become embodied within the
tradition of his society.

Imitation is, then, not only the great conservative
force of society, it is also essential to all social progress.
We may briefly glance at its spcial operations, under
these two heads : *

Imitation as a Conservative Agency

The similarities obtaining between the individuals of
any one country, any one county, social class, school,
university, profession, or community of any kind, and
distinguishing them from the members of any other similar
community, are in the main due to the more intimate
intercourse with one another of the members of the one
community, to their consequent imitation of one another,
and to their acceptance by imitation of the same tradition.
Under this head fall similarities of language, of religious,
political, and moral convictions, habits of dressing, eating,
dwelling, and of recreation, all those routine activities
which make up by far the greater part of the lives of men.2

There is widely current a vague belief that the national

1 The following summary account of the social operations of imita-
tion is in large part extracted from M. Tarde's well-known treatise,
Les Lois de I 'Imitation.

2 The last century has seen a great change in respect to the force
with which his immediate social environment bears upon the individual ;
but, that the form of each man's religious belief is determined for him
by the tradition of his society, was strictly true almost without excep-
tion in all earlier ages, and still remains true as regards the mass of
men.   There has been a similar weakening as regards the influence of
political tradition, but still it is roughly true that " every little boy and
girl that's born into this world alive is either a little Liberal or else a
little Conservative," and for the most part continues so throughout
life.